
 

 

Worship Plan for Sunday, October 18, 2026 
21st Sunday after Pentecost Year A 

 
 
ELW Holy Communion Setting Eight 
 
 

Gathering 
 
Prelude 

Announcements 
 
Confession and Forgiveness (ELW p. 94) 

 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Gracious God, 
 
C: Have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given 
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In 
your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we 
have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and 
uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of 
life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
  
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 



 

 

forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
Gathering Song:  God is Here (ELW # 576) 
 
1 God is here! As we your people 
 meet to offer praise and prayer, 
 may we find in fuller measure 
 what it is in Christ we share. 
 Here, as in the world around us, 
 all our varied skills and arts 
 wait the coming of the Spirit 
 into open minds and hearts. 
 
2 Here are symbols to remind us 
 of our lifelong need of grace; 
 here are table, font, and pulpit; 
 here the cross has central place. 
 Here in honesty of preaching, 
 here in silence, as in speech, 
 here, in newness and renewal, 
 God the Spirit comes to each. 
 
3 Here our children find a welcome 
 in the Shepherd's flock and fold; 
 here as bread and wine are taken, 
 Christ sustains us as of old. 
 Here the servants of the Servant 
 seek in worship to explore 
 what it means in daily living 
 to believe and to adore. 
 
4 Lord of all, of church and kingdom, 
 in an age of change and doubt, 
 keep us faithful to the gospel; 
 help us work your purpose out. 
 Here, in this day's dedication, 
 all we have to give, receive; 
 we, who cannot live without you, 
 we adore you! We believe! 
 



 

 

Greeting 
 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
 
Kyrie (ELW p. 184) 
 
C: Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, 
Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day. 
 
A: For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; 
for this holy house, for all who worship and praise, 
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 
 
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, 
Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day. 
 
That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; 
that we may live out truth and justice and grace, 
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 
 
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, 
Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day. 
 
For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; 
for life and for love, for our work and our play, 
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 
 
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, 
Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day. 
 
For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; 
that you nourish our souls with your body and blood, 
let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 
 
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, 
Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day. 
 
 
 



 

 

Canticle of Praise (ELW p. 185) 
 
C: Glory to God in the highest, the highest, 
and peace to God’s people on earth. 
 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, 
we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
 
Glory to God in the highest, the highest, 
and peace to God’s people on earth. 
 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 
P: Let us pray. 
 
Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in 
your image; created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us 
give you what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 
C: Amen. 
 
 

Word 
 
 
First Reading: Isaiah 45:1-7 
 
L: A reading from Isaiah. 
 
 1 Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, 
  whose right hand I have grasped 
 to subdue nations before him 
  and to strip kings of their robes, 
 to open doors before him— 
  and the gates shall not be closed: 
 2 I will go before you 
  and level the mountains; 
 I will break in pieces the doors of bronze 



 

 

  and cut through the bars of iron; 
 3 I will give you the treasures of darkness 
  and riches hidden in secret places, 
 so that you may know that it is I, the Lord, 
  the God of Israel, who call you by your name. 
 4 For the sake of my servant Jacob 
  and Israel my chosen, 
 I call you by your name; 
  I give you a title, though you do not know me. 
 5 I am the Lord, and there is no other; 
  besides me there is no god. 
  I arm you, though you do not know me, 
 6 so that they may know, from the rising of the sun 
  and from the west, that there is no one besides me; 
  I am the Lord, and there is no other. 
 7 I form light and create darkness, 
  I make weal and create woe; 
  I the Lord do all these things. 
 
 
The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Psalm: Psalm 96 as printed in the Celebrate.  
 
 
Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10  
 
L: A reading from 1st Thessalonians. 
 
1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,  
  To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ:  
  Grace to you and peace. 
 
  2 We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our 
prayers, constantly 3 remembering before our God and Father your work of faith 
and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4 For we 
know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, 5 because 
our message of the gospel came to you not in word only but also in power and 
in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of persons 



 

 

we proved to be among you for your sake. 6 And you became imitators of us 
and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word with joy from 
the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became an example to all the believers in 
Macedonia and in Achaia. 8 For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from 
you not only in Macedonia and Achaia but in every place your faith in God has 
become known, so that we have no need to speak about it. 9 For they report 
about us what kind of welcome we had among you and how you turned to God 
from idols to serve a living and true God 10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, 
whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation (ELW p. 188) 
 

C: Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia.  

 
Gospel: Matthew 22:15-22 
 
P: The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 22nd chapter.  
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
15 The Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. 16 So they 
sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know 
that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and 
show deference to no one, for you do not regard people with partiality. 17 Tell 
us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” 18 But 
Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you 
hypocrites? 19 Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a 
denarius. 20 Then he said to them, “Whose head is this and whose title?” 
21 They answered, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to Caesar 
the things that are Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s.” 22 When 
they heard this, they were amazed, and they left him and went away. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 



 

 

Children’s Message 
 
Sermon 
 
Hymn of the Day:  Take My Life  (ELW # 685) 
 
1 Take my life, that I may be 
 consecrated, Lord, to thee; 
 take my moments and my days; 
 let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 
2 Take my hands and let them move 
 at the impulse of thy love; 
 take my feet and let them be 
 swift and beautiful for thee.  
 
 
3 Take my voice and let me sing 
 always, only, for my King; 
 take my lips and let them be 
 filled with messages from thee.  
 
4 Take my silver and my gold, 
 not a mite would I withhold; 
 take my intellect and use 
 ev'ry pow'r as thou shall choose.  
 
5 Take my will and make it thine, 
 it shall be no longer mine. 
 Take my heart, it is thine own, 
 it shall be thy royal throne.  
 
6 Take my love; my Lord, I pour  
 at thy feet its treasure store; 
 take myself, and I will be 
 ever, only, all for thee. 
 
 
Apostles’ Creed spoken in unison  
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 



 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
 
 
A: Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church 
and the world. 

Living and true God, you inspire us to share the message of the gospel. Give 
your spirit of love to seminarians and those beginning their lives in ordained 
ministry. Draw ministers and candidates to the Shenandoah valley, so that our 
neighboring churches who seek a pastor will have one. We pray your blessing 
on the ministry of our neighbor Bethel and their newly installed pastor Elisabeth 
Chapin. Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 

 

We give you thanks for the majesty of our oceans. Protect the abundant life 
within them and sustain all those who work to preserve them.   Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
 
We seek your wisdom in all things. Direct all who hold positions of authority 
around the world, that they act with compassion, seeking the good of all. Hear 
us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
 



 

 

We pray for all people who work in dangerous or degrading environments. 
Grant them safety and courage, and heal all those who are injured, sick, or 
suffering (especially we pray for those on our continuing prayer list and …). 
Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
 

We ask your blessing on those who do the quiet, unseen work of the church 
(congregational ministries may be named). Encourage them in their work of faith 
and labor of love. Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
 

We thank you for our ancestors who have been called home to you, especially 
Bea Beveridge and Galen Rinker. Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
 

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and 
those in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
C: Amen. 
 
Peace 
 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace  

 

Meal 
 
Offering 
 
C: Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from your presence, 
and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 
and uphold me with your free Spirit. 

 



 

 

Offering Prayer 
 
A: Let us pray. 
 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have 
blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, 
and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one 
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
Dialogue & Thanksgiving 
 
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy (ELW p. 190) 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of pow’r and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory, full of your glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 



 

 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,                                          
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 
Lord’s Prayer: SUNG version 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
Invitation to Communion 
 
P: Jesus welcomes all, with open arms, at his Table.  

 
Communion 
 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 
C: Amen. 
 



 

 

Communion Song (ELW p. 191) 
 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God. 
 
Song During Communion:  All in All  
 
You are my strength when I am weak. 
You are the treasure that I seek. 
You are my all in all. 
 
Seeking You as a precious jewel, 
Lord to give up, I’d be a fool. 
You are my all in all. 
 
Jesus, Lamb of God, worthy is Your name. 
Jesus, Lamb of God, worthy is Your name. 
 
Taking my sin, my cross, my shame. 
Rising again, I bless Your name. 
You are my all in all. 
 
When I fall down, You pick me up. 
When I am dry, You fill my cup. 
You are my all in all. 
 
Jesus, Lamb of God, worthy is Your name. 
Jesus, Lamb of God, worthy is Your name. 
Jesus, Lamb of God, worthy is Your name. 
Jesus, Lamb of God, worthy is Your name. 
 
 
Table Blessing 
 
 P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 
his grace.  

C: Amen. 



 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 
A: Let us pray. 
God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united 
us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the 
power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and 
continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
 

Sending 
 
Blessing 
 

P: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
 
 
Sending Song:  God of Grace  (ELW # 705) 
 
1.  God of grace and God of glory, 
 on your people pour your pow'r; 
 crown your ancient church's story; 
 bring its bud to glorious flow'r. 
 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 
 for the facing of this hour, 
 for the facing of this hour. 
 
2 Lo! the hosts of evil round us 
 scorn the Christ, assail his ways! 
 From the fears that long have bound us 
 free our hearts to faith and praise. 
 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 
 for the living of these days, 
 for the living of these days, 
 
3 Cure your children's warring madness; 
 bend our pride to your control; 
 shame our wanton, selfish gladness, 
 rich in things and poor in soul. 
 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
 lest we miss your kingdom's goal, 



 

 

 lest we miss your kingdom's goal. 
 
4 Save us from weak resignation 
 to the evils we deplore; 
 let the gift of your salvation 
 be our glory evermore. 
 Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 
 serving you whom we adore, 
 serving you whom we adore. 
 
Dismissal 
 
A: Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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